AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace the existing title with the following amended title: 

METHOD AND APPARATUS METHODS FOR COLLECTING AND PROCESSING 
BLOOD 

Please replace paragraph [0002] with the following amended paragraph: 

The present invention relates to me thod a n d apparat us methods for collecting and 
separating whole blood into one or more components. 

Please replace paragraph [0007] with the following amended paragraph: 

In accordance with the present invention, m e thod and apparatus methods are provided 
for collecting and separating whole blood into one or more components with improved 
efficiency and reduced inconvenience. The According to one aspect, a method includes 
providing a disposable blood separation fluid circuit which is adapted to cooperate with 
a reusable separation controller or control module that is also suitable for other blood 
separation applications and processes. The fluid circuit includes a fluid flow path for 
communication with a blood source, such as a blood vessel of a human subject, donor 
or patient, and an initial co lle ction chamber a first container in fluid communication with 
the flow path and a second container in fluid communication with the first container and 
the flow path . 

Please replace paragraph [0008] with the following amended paragraph: 

In accordance with the method of the present invention, the fluid flow path is connected 
to a blood source, such as a healthy human donor, although the method of the present 
invention is not limited to collecting and separating whole blood from humans in general 
or from healthy donors in particular. A quan tit y Quantities of whole blood io co l l e cted 
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from t he s ource i n t o the initial mixtion nh n mh e r. are flowed into the containers. The 
fluid circuit is then disconnected from the source. In the case of a healthy donor, the 
donor may then leave the blood collection site or center and the donor's presence and 
time are no longer required. 

Please replace paragraph [0009] with the following amended paragraph: 

T ho d iop o sa b l o flu i d cir c uit is then mounted i n association with a r e usab le controll e r, tf 
not moun t e d o n th e co n trol ler n t th Q tim e ef- mUn r ti n n Th a At least a portion of the 
quantity of whole blood collected in the i niti al co lle ction first container is then 
centrifugailv processed through the disposable fluid circuit assembly to separate it into 
the desired components for removal of at least a por tion of one of the components from 
the first container . Centrifugal processing of at least a portion of the other quantity of 
whole blood is begun after the source is disconnec ted from the fluid circuit, to 
a c c o r d ance with thi o procoduro, continuous con ne ction of the source to tho b l ood 
collec tion f l u i d circu it i s not r equir e d thr -Q^ nnt thn prong i ng, but is requir e d for only 
t h o initial coil o ction p e r i od during wh i ch whol o blood i s co i l c c to d in tho initial co ll ecti on 
c h amb e r. Also, it is not r o quir o d to d o dicat o a controller to e ach donor or patient, a nd 
en o controller may be usod to proces s-blood- from many diff erent s our ces 

Please replace paragraph [00010] with the following amended paragraph: 

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention, a method includes providing 
a disposable blood separation fluid circuit which is ada pted to cooperate with a reusable 
separation controller or control module that is also suitable for other blood separation 
a pplications and processes. The fluid circuit inc ludes a fluid flow path for 
communication with a blood source and a container in fluid com munication with the flow 
path. The flow path is connected to the source and quantities of wh ole blood are flowed 
from the source into the fluid circuit and the containe r. The source is then disconnected 
from the fluid circuit. At least a portion of the quantity of whole blood c ollected in the 
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container is centrifuaallv processed to separate it into the desir ed com ponents for 
removal of at least a portion of one of the components from the container. Centrifugal 
processing of at least a portion of the quantity of whole blood in the flui d circuit is begun 
after the source is disconnected from the fluid circuit, th o initial colloction chamb ef 
pr e f e rab l y includ e s a quantity of anticoagulant to m i x wi t h tho w h o le blo o d (or it may be 
mo t o red into tho b l ood as it is c ol le cted into the init i al col l oction ch a mb e r) to in hi bit th e 
Gtetttng-of^ oagulat i on of the whol o blood as it ic sub se qu e nt l y procescod through th e 
fkrid-Gifeu it ass e mbly. The amount of blood co llo ctod in tho initial co ll oction c h amb e r 
m ay bo ouch a mount as th e u s er -^esiresr-eoft siot o nt with tho h e alth of th o donor or 
pa ti e nt, but th o quantity of whole bl o od coll e ct e d is o xp o c te d to b o a typ ical "unit" of 
wflete-bteed- , a c "un i t" may b o defined by th o particu l ar col le cting agency or as defin ed 
by any a pp l icab l e regulatory body, ru l e or guideline. I t is ox p o c to d th a t b ot w oe n ab o ut 
2 00 to 750 ml of who l e b lood norm all y wi l l b o coll e ct e d i n th o initial - coll o ction chamber, 
afi d more sp e cifical l y about 10 5 t o 550 ml a nd m o r o specificall y ab out 500 ml of w hole 
bl ood. Th e s o range s may di f f e r in d i fferent c oun t r ie s or r e gions or w i th d i ff e rent blood 

Please replace paragraph [0001 1] with the following amended paragraph: 

In accordance with a further aspect of the present invention, a method includes 
providing a disposable blood separation fluid circuit w hich is adapted to cooperate with 
a reusable separation controller or control module th at is also suitable for other blood 
separation applications and processes. The fluid circuit includes a fluid flow path for 
communication with a blood source, a container in fluid communication with the flow 
oath, and a blood processing chamber in fluid communication with the c ont ainer and the 
flow oath. The flow path is connected to the source and quantities of whole blood are 
flowed from the source into the blood processing c hamber and the container. The 
source is then disconnected from the fluid circuit. At least a portion of the quantity of 
whole blood collected in the blood processing chamber is centrifu qally processed to 
separate it into the desired components for removal of at least a p ortio n of one of the 
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components from the blood processing chamber. C entrifugal processing of at least a 
portion of the other quantity of whole blood is begun after the source is disconnected 
from the fluid circuit, th o r e usabl e controll e r or reusable dov i c o io not r e quired to b e in 
th o imm e d ia te vi e Nty of th o human during the coil o cting or b l ood processing, and may 
o von b e in a comp le tely diff e rent location than wft o ro tho collect i ng t a k e s pl ace. 

Please replace paragraph [00016] with the following amended paragraph: 

The present invention is described herein in the context of the Baxter Fenwal Alyx® 
Blood Collection and Separation System. The present invention is not, however, limited 
to a particular system or to a system made by a particular manufacturer. It may be 
employed in connection with or using other blood collection and separation systems 
now available or that may yet be developed and used for a variety of blood processing 
procedures. 

Please replace paragraph [00032] with the following amended paragraph: 

Although described in terms of the Alyx® Blood Collection System marketed by Baxter 
Healthcare Corporat i on. Fenwal. Inc., the present invention may find application, as 
noted above, in other blood collection systems and devices without departing from the 
present invention, which is defined in the attached claims. 
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